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Abstract A new species of elaterid beetle is described from Central Japan and 
illustrated. The new specific name, Ampedus (Ampedus) masatakai sp. nov., is given 
in dedication to the late Dr. Masataka Sat6. 


In the present study, I am going to describe a new species of elaterid beetle from 
Central Japan, to dedicate it to the late Dr. Masataka Sat6, one of the leading 
coleopterologists in Japan. The holotype of the new taxon to be described in this paper 
is preserved in the collection of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. 

Before going further, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to Dr. Shun-Ichi UfeNO 
of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for his reading the original 
manuscript and giving me useful suggestions. 


Ampedus {Ampedus) masatakai sp. nov. 

(Fig. 1 A-J) 

Male (Fig. 1 A). Length 9.5 mm, width about 2.5 mm. Body moderately elon¬ 
gate and almost parallel-sided; surface shining, black except for reddish brown elytra 
(basal margin narrowly black); antennae black except for 2nd and 3rd segements more 
or less dusky brown and legs dusky brown. Vestiture black on dorsum, paler and 
semidecumbent on ventral surfaces. 

Head gently convex between eyes, flattened on subvertical portion between anten¬ 
nae (Fig. 1 B); surface moderately densely and evenly punctate (Fig. 1 Bt); clypeal 
margin well ridged over antennal insertions, depressed and obtusely angulate at middle 
(Fig. 1 Bit). Antenna short, not attaining to posterior angle of pronotum; basal 
segment robust and oblong-ovate, 2nd small and subglobose, 3rd subtriangular and 
about 1.2 times as long as 2nd, 4th a little longer than 2nd and 3rd taken together (Fig. 
1 F); 4th to 10th distinctly serrate. 

Pronotum trapezoidal, widest at base and slightly longer than its basal width, with 
sides a little sinuate on basal third, thence weakly rounded and gradually tapered 
towards anterior angles (Fig. 1 I); disc dome-like, with surface wholly smooth, evenly 
and rather sparsely punctate; the punctures distinctly smaller and sparser than those of 
head (Fig. 1 J); prosternal process in lateral aspect weakly excavated behind procoxal 
cavities, then almost straightly produced backwards and abruptly excavated near blunt 
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Fig. 1. Ampedus (Ampedus) masatakai sp. nov.-A, Holotype (male); B-J, male. B, Head, 

dorso-lateral aspect; C, prosternal process, lateral aspect; D, scutellum, dorsal aspect; E, left basal 
plate, ventral aspect; F, right 2nd to 4th segments of antenna; G and H, apical portion of male 
genitalia, dorsal aspect; I, pronotum, dorsal aspect; J, some punctures on the disc of pronotum. 


apex (Fig. 1 C). Scutellum Ungulate, flattened and obtusely angulate at apex (Fig. 1 D). 

Elytra about 2.6 times as long as its basal width, with sides almost parallel in basal 
halves, thence weakly rounded and gradually convergent towards apices which are 
normally pointed; striae well defined, deeply and regularly punctate; intervals elevated. 
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punctulate, irregularly and transversely rugose. Basal plate broad, subparallel-sided in 
basal half, with outer margin obtusely angulate and almost straightly narrowed laterad 
(Fig. 1 E). 

Dorsal surface of each lateral lobe subtriangularly expanded, apical portion of 
median lobe of male genitalia as illustrated (Fig. 1 G-H). 

Female. Very similar to male, but the body is more parallel-sided and more 
clearly convex above. Antennae shorter and each 4th segment is more or less shorter 
than 2nd and 3rd segments taken together. 

Holotype: c/', Ikegane in Okazaki-shi, Aichi Pref., 26-V-2001, H. Ohira leg. 
Paratypes: Ic/’, Hagi in Otowa-cho, Aichi Pref., 13-V-2002, H. Ohira leg.; 1^, Kuroze 
in Shinshiro-shi, Aichi Pref., 20-V-1989, T. Yamazaki leg. 

Distribution. Aichi Prefecture, Honshu, Japan. 

This new species is closely allied to^. (A .) orientalis (Lewis, 1894) from Japan, but 
can be distinguished from the latter by the narrower body, black pubescence on the 
dorsum, smaller and sparser punctures on the disc of pronotum, and different shape of 
male genitalia. 
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